




Musical “Jack-Of-All-Trades” Coming In The Fall

Gustav  Fonandern  — a  Swedish  cabaret  singer  of  European  renown  —
plans to begin an American tour this winter. Story of the architect who
became an internationally known singer.

In the June issue of the theatrical magazine “Ridå” is a little essay about
a Swedish cabaret singer, who has found success not only in Sweden but
also in England and on the Continent.  His name is Gustav Fonandern.

A  few  years  ago  Fonandern’s  name  was  completely  unknown  to  the
general  public.  He  was  merely  a  student  at  the  Royal  Institute  of
Technology learning to draw building plans. He could certainly sing and
play the accordion like no other, but that was exclusively for his own
enjoyment and that of his close friends.  Around the time that Fonandern
established himself as an architect,  a cabaret opened its doors in the
Strömparterren  section  of  Stockholm.  In  order  to  make  the
entertainment as informal and accessible as possible, its policy was to
use talented amateurs as performers. Among those hired was architect
Fonandern. A few days after his debut the Stockholm newspapers paid
special attention to the young draftsman, who really showed himself to
be a musical jack-of-all-trades.  And his fame grew . . .

Throughout  Scandinavia  he  now  enjoys  a  popularity,  which  few
balladeers have had before him.  He’s traveled to every nook and cranny
of Finland and won fame and fortune at Copenhagen’s Scala Theater.  As
far  as  Stockholm  is  concerned,  there  are  hardly  any  who  know  the
architect Fonandern but many who know the vocalist by that name. A
newspaper  columnist  wrote  a  humorous  tribute  to  the  man:  “Gustav
Fonandern’s  popularity  is  well  deserved,  for  he  is  one  of  our  few
authentic cabaret singers.  He has an amusing repertoire, an appealing
appearance (visible in his photographs), a calm temperament . . . , and
the  ability  to  play  the  accordion  like  a  god  —  attributable  to  lax
supervision at the Royal Institute of Technology.”
 
The  reason for  the  above  lines  is  a  letter  from the  esteemed cabaret
singer in which he informs us of a possible US concert tour this winter.
Since  he has a fine command of  English,  he may well  appear at the
country’s larger music halls.  He will, of course, also give concerts and
musical evenings for his Swedish countrymen.  

We welcome Mr.  Fonandern to  the  US and predict  that  many,  many
Swedish-Americans will be happy to make his acquaintance.

Gamla och Nya Hemlandet  09-10-14, p. 8





Several artists to visit from Sweden

Next year promises to be a lively one, what with the flood of Swedish
artists traveling here. Opera singer Ernst Svedelius is far from the only
one.  The lute-playing balladeer Sven Scholander is at least considering a
short American tour in 1921. 

We don’t know, however, if that trip will be realized at the present time.
But Sweden has another such lutenist and first class Bellman singer,
who  in  recent  years  has  won  the  highest  praise  —  even  from  the
renowned Scholander. His name is Gunnar Bohman, and he is not only
an excellent Bellman interpreter but an exceptional actor and mimic. He
uses  these  talents  to  great  advantage  during  his  performances  and
consequently  always  takes  the  audience  by  storm.   He  conveys  an
inimitable sense of humor in his singing and will no doubt find artistic
success in this country. Mr. Bohman embarks on his tour next year in
the autumn.  

The  cabaret  singer  Gustav  Fonandern,  well  known  throughout
Scandinavia,  Germany and England,  has chosen to  tour the  US next
spring.   After  performing  for  his  countrymen  on  the  East  Coast,  in
Chicago and around the Midwest, he hopes to break into the American
cabaret  scene.  And  given  the  great  success  his  uplifting  songs  and
splendid stage presence achieved in England, he should probably make a
strong impression here as well.

Additionally, Mrs. Lydia Hedberg, whose stage name is “Bergslagsmor”
(Mother of the mining district), is preparing for a trip here in the spring.
This celebrated vocalist has received much acclaim for her evenings of
folk songs and ballads and is popular everywhere in Sweden.
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Concert At Horticultural Hall
Svea  February 9, 1921, p. 11

On  Saturday  the  twelfth  there  will  be  a  really  festive  evening  at
Horticultural  Hall.  The  famous  Swedish  cabaret  artist,  composer  and
vocalist Gustav Fonandern is making his debut in Worcester.  He comes
warmly  recommended  by  the  Swedish,  Norwegian,  Danish,  French,
English, Dutch and German press,  for he is already an “international
man”.  

Moreover,  a  person  whose  opinion  means  a  lot  to  some  of  us  in
Worcester, Charles Widden, has given his stamp of approval after having
had the opportunity to hear him in New York. And Widden ought to know
if a “funny man” is truly funny.

Among the enormous quantity of flattering reviews that Fonandern has
gotten, we are reproducing only a pair.

Stockholms  Tidningen: “Mr.  Fonandern  has  shown  himself  to  be  a
musical  jack-of-all-trades,  whose  repertoire  includes  arias,  lieder  and
comic ditties in addition to delightful accordion numbers, which he sings
in a most energetic fashion. He also has a real talent for declamation.”

Dagen’s Nyheter: “Mr. Fonandern has a pleasant voice that captivated
during the sea shanties and Fröding songs as well as a large selection of
humorous songs, which he delivered with gusto. The program concluded
with a few songs to the accordion, an instrument that he played with a
masterful technique. Frenetic applause was given by the large crowd and
acknowledged with several encores.”

Mr. Fonandern with the support of local talent will perform on Saturday
evening at Horticultural Hall in Worcester. The program will include the
following songs: 

Amanda
Karlson Och Jungfrun
Lola-Lo från Hawaii
Monte from Monte Carlo
Skaffa Mig Blott En Liten Våning (Give Me A Little Cosy Corner)
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